WAR AGAINST ROBBERY A1NTD MURDER

the two women agree in all essential details and wherein
lay Fielding's mistake.

It is not known whether Fielding ever lost faith in the
innocence of Canning; but after Squires Js pardon he be-
came, as we have seen in one of the letters to the Duke of
Newcastle, disgusted with the conduct of the girl's friends
because they tried to withhold certain affidavits which threw
doubt on her story. Subsequently, when a true bill was
found by the grand jury against Canning for perjury, they
kept her in hiding, and surrendered her only after a proc-
lamation was made on a Sunday at her parish church com-
manding her to appear for trial at the next Sessions of the
Old Bailey. She never quite confessed the crime with
which she was charged; throughout the trial she maintained
her composure and could not be swerved from her original
story; but before the sentence was pronounced, she ad-
dressed the court in a low voice, saying that she had no
intent of swearing the gypsy's life away, that what had
been done was only in self-defence, that she desired to be
considered as unfortunate. Where she was during the
month's absence from home still remains a mystery. On
the assumption of her being an impostor, it may be sur-
mised that she was with a midwife and that she fabricated
the robbery to save her reputation. No one, however, has
a right to say this, for it accords neither with what is known
of her previous life nor with her life in America. The case
may be forever argued, with the weight of the legal evi-
dence rather against her.

No other incident in Fielding's career as justice of the
peace brings out so clearly his human side. If he erred, it
was because like Parson Adams he put too great trust in
the outward word and action. "To be placed above the
reach of deceit," they are Ms own words, "is to be placed
above the rank of a human being; sure I am that I make no
pretension to be of that rank; indeed I have been often

299 enemies to turn the public against him on this
